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The route of the indianos
from Torredembarra

Itis from this town on the coast of Tarragona that
Joan Guell i Ferrer, the most famous indiano in
Catalonia departed to go to Cuba to make his for-
tune, even though when he returned he settled
in Barcelona. Nevertheless Torredembarra bo-
asts other large fortunes made by these indianos,
who left their mark in the colonial-style buildings,
which are clearly distinguishable, with large
main doors and tall ceilings, and lush gardens to
the back of them. The old Calle Nueva, now rena-
med Antoni Roig Street, hosts the largest of them.
The heritage left behind by these travellers can
be seen in the name of its streets, and in buil-
dings now belonging to the municipality such as
the Pere Badia Charity Hospital and the Antoni
Roig Trust and School, besides in the pantheons
of the cemetery and the annual Indiano Fair held
in autumn.

« Joan Giiell street

On number 7 of this street Joan Guelli Ferrer was
born, a man who made his fortune in Cuba, whe-
re he lived from 1818 to 1833. Upon returning to
Catalonia he settled in Barcelona and establis-
hed La Barcelonesa, after working at La Maqui-
nista Terrestre y Maritima and at el Vapor viejo in
Sants, a wool manufacturing factory which then
was moved to Santa Coloma de Cervelld. His son,
Eusebi Guell i Bacigalupi was the great patron of
Antoni Gaudi. Right next door, at number 9, is Ca
La Ravell, the home of the Mané i Flaquer family
of indianos, the family of the famous journalist
Joan Mané i Flaquer.

» Antoni Roig street

On this street there is a large concentration of
the houses of the Torrencs family of indianos, all
of which have an overseas air to them, with tall
ceilings, large doorways and gardens with ve-
getable patches giving on to the street behind.
At numbers 43 (Cal Duran), 45 (Cal Manolito or
Cal Panxo), 49 (Cal Tarragoni), 57 (Cal Rosalino
Rovira), 86 (Cal Cieza) and 88 (Cal Riambau) one
can find some examples of these house in good
preservation. On this street there are also the
houses where Antoni Roig i Copons was born, on
number 19, and that of Ramon Casas i Gatell, a
man who made his fortune in Cuba and the father
of the modernist painter Ramon Casas i Carbo.

+ The old charity hospital

Pere Badia travelled through several American
towns before making his fortune in New Orleans.
He returned to Torredembarra when the territory
became French and in 1793 he set off to Ameri-
ca again. In his will he created a legacy to build
the Charity Hospital for the people of the village
who fell ill. The building, which features a baro-
gue chapel, is built around a large interior patio
in the shape of a cloister with exotic vegetation.
Today it has been transformed into a home for
elderly people. Pere Badia Street, number 4.

B » The Indiano vegetable gardens

Just behind Antoni Roig Street, along the street
known as the “street of the indianos” is where
the vegetable gardens of the colonial houses
once lined up; many of them no longer exist, but
some of them are still visible, now converted
into gardens, along the stretch between Gibert
and Filadors streets. Indians street.

 Antoni Roig i Copons trust

The freemasonry Flaming Star, with the
Grand Universal Flame, the Compass, the
Celestial Vault, the Column of King Salo-
mon’s Temple, the open book symbolizing
the Volume of the Holy Law and other ma-
sonry symbols adorn the Roig School, esta-
blished by Antoni Roig i Copons, an Indiano
from Torredembarra. Inspired by the ideals
of Universal Fraternity and Philanthropy, he
created the Roig Trust for the education of
the boys and girls of Torredembarra and also
to help poor young ladies by giving them a
dower when they married, a practice which
is still done today, even though with a sym-
bolic meaning. The Roig School of Torredem-
barra was financed through the Trust until
1933. Alt de Sant Pere Street, number 35-45.

[@ . Municipal cemetery

In this cemetery are the graves of some
indianos from Torredembarra, a vestige of
their return to the lands they left. Especially
interesting are those of Esteve Gatell, Joan
Olive and Antoni Roig, the latter being right
on the cemetery's threshold, in the ground
and with no exterior marking, just as Roig
had required. This has fuelled the belief that
he wanted people to step on his tomb, as
an act of repentance for having used black
slaves. Another hypothesis links this fact
to him being a freemason and to his will of
avoiding catholic symbols. Another curiosity
is the tomb stone of the servant of the in-
diano Antoni Gibert i Cisneros, bearing the
inscription “Here lay the remains of his loyal
servant Francisco, born in Africa”. La Riera
Road, no number.



